DARTIA

The Dart Valley Bioregion

A Preliminary Examination of the Watershed of the
River Dart, Devon,
as a Cohesive, Regenerative, Sustainable Ecological Region.

Some of its Past, its Present and its Achievable Future.
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INTRODUCTION

This packet has been assembled by participants in a
three-week seminar at thé Schumacher College, Dartington,
and is offered to the citizens of this area as a gift
that represents the best of our thoughjts and feelings
about this lovely and inspiring region.

The ideas that take shape in these pages arise from
a number of sources--books, interviews, presentations,
conversations, inspirations--that we have encountered over
the last few weeks. We are particularly indebted to:

Totnes Library

Natio®nal Rivers Authority

Dartmees Natlonal Fark Nature Conservancy Council
Planning Department, South Hams

District Council

and especially:

Bill Bennett, M. S. Carpenter, Patsy Gifford, Steph-

an Harding, Norman Jarrett, Helen Sheard, and

Colin Ward.

We ask that readers of the pages that follow accept
them in the spirit of friendship and solidarity in which they
are presented. We ask also that they understand that these ideas
and supporting data are very preliminary, the result of an
intensive but very short-term investigation, limited by inevi-
table deficiencies of information-collection. We would hope
that in the future those who are touched by the visions cap-
tured here and who might be moved to carry these investiga-

tions future would join us in this project of refining and



strengthening the berceptions of a

Prosperous,
healthy,

Sustainable,
and regenerative future for the bi

Dart watershed.

Bioregional Course/Project
Schumacher College

April 2, 1992

(For further information, Please contact the Bioregional
Project, Schumacher College, Dartington, Totnes, Dartia,
Devon TQ9 6EA. )



DARTIA: WELCOME HOME
This study is an effort to apply the principles
of bioregionalism to the River Dart watershed, a natural

area we have christened "Dartia."

-

Bioregionalism, for all its seven-syllable grandeur,
means simply:
an understanding of the re-enchantment of the earth,
at the scale of the nature—givenrterr;tory,
according to the laws of nature,
and guided by a reverence for the other species
of the territory and a goal of seeing them flourish.
Bioregionalism means learning a sense of place,
a love of place, through a knowledge of its lore, an appre-
ciation of its natural systems and flows, a reliance on
its basic natural resources, and a liberation of its best

energies and talents.

Bioregionalism means understanding the world

around one--as all ancient people did, as many country folk

and an appreciation of the birds and animals, the trees
and flowers, the rivers and hills, the land and air, the

families and communities, the traditions and wisdoms.

Bioregionalism means saving one part of the earth
from the terrible spectre of ecolégical disaster--what some®
are calling "eco-cide"--by trying to live without the con-
sumption, the complexity, the poisons, the pollutions, the

waste, the destruction, and the extinctions of the modern

industrial monoculture that surrounds us. Such a task, we know,

is not easy, but it does seem increasingly to be necessary.

And if necessary, possible. to secure a safe and happy home.

Welcome home.



SR

Darta the Otter



Water

The Dan bior,

€8ion is blesseq With a nagyeq and pler
waler system throughoy; almosg; 4 of jtg territory.
emphasis myg; pe On assuring that ¢he Pure waters of
- are not foyled and polluteq At any poing upstream
<! ]
e""“oﬁ that a downstream may have Bccess (o Potable g,
- “\.\ i3 R @ addition, the wager table
LR o\
O D
A ond o
e & g
[T




"t nspontation

"ﬂncccgga,y and t extonc: P of w,
3 co Nsive :
Cycling, i uld lccomp”-‘hcd hdal[y trave]
would be ke £

is
schaolj Y walk i
00 ‘alking
= . PL as in (he M8, and oqpe, vita & and
sy distance of all b, traditiong) AT serviceg
Ut the mog, distan f"'IMumncs_ Within
Quschold

the u
an €nvironmen, 5 of

the
tal = tot

"cCCSsi(y_ an;rnal-combusuon engine ;

individuas g, - STVision 4 ity
o L W Motory automop;je traye] ki
Muniry trave] (, ay. 5 «and th,

Food

S jculture  and
dition of agricy h
i s a strong tra the healt
L :ahich has contributed much tow::‘isngion has
homcmu‘sf: 55 e populalioﬂ- !n_ the Pas:. " dicibiation
e wf-?;r‘ fficient in food with its OWTl B
been self-sulll

syslth-

Employment

. dant
\lding a future of abun:

3 adation for building s Fises and
There is a firm :z:hh independent of encrgy price :S:aving
food and g:}?:cks A future emphasis might be ©
economic i

The goal of life in a bioregional Dartia is not work. and
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functions must be carried out, and the vinue of a bioregional

economy is that it offers a wide range of basic employment
to all able willing hands.

In Dartia, as in any self-dependent area, increased emphasis
would be placed on agricultural work, much of which would
be labor-intensive rather than machine-driven, and on home
and community artisanship and craftwork to supply daily
needs. In a process known as ‘inport replacement’. local
manufactures would gradually replace those shipped in from
elsewhere. and those wauld require local labour; in addition,
the reliance upon local materials for regular needs would

require the proliferation of local mills, waorkshops. home
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LAND USE
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D' ART OF BUILDINGS
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DARTIA: A SENSE OF PLACE
--A Few Glimpses of Common Land--

“Those who speak with understanding must hold fast to the common in all things." --Herakleitos

Common land tell a story of cooperation in human society and with the land (and of the gradual imposition of
private interests) as fragments of the old ‘cottage economy' in a present beset by totalitarian market forces and
where the majority are outsiders in their own country.-- Francis Reed

¢. 2000-500 B.C.

Bronze Age settlements in "Dartmoor” in pastoral villages--the upper Dart region was a favoured settlement area...
realisation of the very large prehistoric field systems and an elaborate network of land boundaries led to discovery
of many similar patterns world-wide... and a view of early farming as groups of robust collectives, linked by many
mutual obligations.

The Commons was a fine summer grazing-ground to be used by all those in the shire of Devon who were willing to
drive their cattle and sheep to it for the valuable pasture--limited to the number that their farm could overwinter. In
the 9th century the area became the hunting-ground of the Wessex kings--deer, hare, boar and wolf were abundant
and savagely protected for Royal use.

During the 12th century all Devon was afforested. In 1204 King John removed an edict--the commonality of Devon
paid a huge sum to him for the privilege--this charter de-aforested the county "up to the metes of the ancient regards
of Dartmoor.”

I785: Edward Bray, solicitor managing Duke of Bedford's Devon properties carved out 900 acres for himself at
Beardown.

Thomas and John Hullet etc. enclosed 3,000 acres of what had been common land.

1785-1798: Thomas Tyrwhitt made friends with the Prince of Wales at Christ Church, Oxford. became his secretary
and set to work forming 2,300 acres of moor land himself, called Tor Royal estate after his patron. He strove to
build up a self-sufficient community called Prince's Town, but his dream of com., flax, root crops and plantations
failed. But as M.P. and confidant of the Prince he was able to pull stings and get the prison built there, Soon Sir
Thomas had built a com-grinding mill, a brewery, and 30 other houses, and established a thriving market. These
enclosures occasioned considerable hardship by depriving farmers of their best common pasture without any
compensation whatever.

(One in every 1.OOO Britons is in custody--only Turkey and Austria have a larger population behind bars--
Guardian, 18.4.87. We spend £1 billion annually on the prison service.

1239: Richard, Earl of Cornwall, given the Forest as a "chase"--

Peramulation of 1240: "and thence in line to Wallebrokeshede. and so along the Wallebroke to where it falls into
the Dart, and so by the Dart to the other Dart, and so by the other Dart going up to Okesbrokysfote, and so going up
the Okebroke as far as to Dryeworke, and so going up to the Dryford. and so thence in line to Battyshull...." To
record bounds--carried out by Sheriff of Devon and 12 lawful knights of the county. to try and settle all the disputes,

Peadingtun’s land boundary of 1050: a huge grant of land to the Bishopric of Crediton--an example of increasing
“colonisation” of the moorland common land. and appropriation, which began at the end of the 7th century.

1951:Dartmoor designated as a National Park. 1.38 per cent of land in National Parks is actually publicly owned.
1989: Visitors: River Dart County Park.....64,000
Dartington Cider Press....512,000
Buckfast. Abbey........... 551,000
(8.73 m. day visits to the whole of Dartmoor in 1989;
75 per cent stayed within | mile of car.)

833: Earliest mention of Dartington House.
l4th century: Duke of Exeter, brother of Richard II. builds Dartington Hall.
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THE BIRTH OF DARTIA
by Kirkpatrick Sale
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5 1 am at the at Sct her College, teaching a course in bioregionalism. Some

" critics would tell you that biorégionalism is nothing Jess than a ‘new, shallow America fad’.
Itis, they say, a reduction of humanity and the sort of back to nature short cut that those oddities
in the United States have come up with in their New Age dilemmas.

Hard to know what the critics know about biaregionalism, but I venture to say, not
much. It is by no means a short cut to anything, and indeed I don't know anyone in or near
the movément who thinks it is anything but a long-haul philosophy whose i to the
world at large, much less its implementation in practice, will take quite a long time indeed.
And though it is in truth not more that about fifteen years old, it could hardly be considered
a fad on the level of hoola-hoops and has, as a mattér of fact, established a pretty good track
record for durability, resilience and continuity.

As for being "back to nature’ and 'reducing humans’, well, there may be some truth
to that. There is a sense in which bioregionalism does seek a return, if that's the word, to
the perception of nature as it dwelt in primal peoples averywhere on earth at one time, and
4 return to a careful and regardful way of living in harmony with nature as was known to quite
1 good many rural and village folk the world
over not so many decades ago. That is, the
bioregional project, as I see it, does start with
an understanding that nature is literally sacred,
that humans must dwell within it with some
care and humility, and that the vainglorious
attempts to conquer and subdue it that have
characterised industrial society for the last two
hundred years are demonstrably pernicious and
destructive.

And, I suppose to some eyes that looks
as ifit is reducing human-kind if it asks that this
one species does not so dominate all others that
we extinguish two of them forever every hour,
destroy or threaten their habitats merely to
satisfy our own perceived whims and desires on
a global scale, and come clase to making life on
the surface of the earth uninhabitable for those,
not to mention our own, species. Reducing the
impact of industrial civilisation, yes; reducing
the polluted fmpact of its extraction, produc-
tion, and disposal processes, yes; reducing its

_ intrusion into wild habitats and homelands of
indigenous. people, yes.

Bioregionalism is about bi ism and 1 regard it as the key concept of any ecological
society, of any sentient person. It argues quite simply that the human is merely another species,
valuable for what it can produce and achieve in certain ways, but not therefore superior to
any other species or endowed with rights to dominate and destroy them beyond its sheer
survival needs. In that wisdom, | suggest, lies the key to a sustainable future, if ever there
is 1o be one. .

So, anyway, here I ain at Schumacher College, teaching what as far as | know, is the
first extensive (3-week, 45-lecture-hour, mapping-project) course in bioregionalism, an
exciting challenge indeed. Itis difficult and thorough and sweeping and exhausting, and doesn't
feel much like a fad just now.

My aim from the beginning has been not only to talk about bioregionalism, but to work
toward an actual study of a bioregion, its resources, settlements, potentials and all. Hence
swe have been very busy here for the last few weeks mapping the area where Schumacher College

(continued on page 4)

THE mn-rﬂ OF DART[A 4 mtlnndfmrn pagel s : '
is louu:d t.he \ﬁ.ﬂey of the Dart river as it courses from Dartmoor to Dartmouth - 3 bloreglon
we hvecomctoall‘bnﬁa Mapping it as it'was, as it {s, as it might come to be. .

My students arc of all ag&“and talents, from lndh. America, Eastern Europe, and all over

! Britain; My sensa is tlut.eléﬁad'tbem 15 enriched by a close study of this complex concept and
that 2 number of them :me“l.ikely to use it effectively in their future work. Perhaps they will
assist in the task of” :pread.!ng the idea and building the movement - -though that, I admit, is
a lot 'to hope for afterta’ few”‘ ort weeks, despite all my hints about the necessity for scores
of bioregional johnny AppIcseuia Jmay even reach thrmlgh to one or two who may end up
with'the wne‘eonvicu that 1 b have: if there’is to be a future, it must be bioregional,

At the mmphﬂon ‘of the e mum oples of the Dartia project were prmnud to the Totnes Museum, and
the Ciu:f Plapnig lewg? dls Soaub Haas Districe Cmumi,‘f Artlcles have nppeurcd' In the Totnes
Tmu; r.chclv Stdtesman’ :l I.‘At We:lu-n Ma' 1 ng New.r.

L L e o ¢ - o R,

Map 2l Dactis preduced by the Bioregional course
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Happily the shop. situated
in the heart of the village,
will continue 1o offer the
same kind of excellence and

standard of service it always

The I%under of the first
shop premises, David Sey-
mour Guy, had emigrated to
Canada and, when the First
World War broke out, he
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fame. After they married
they set up a small grocery
husiness in the Dartington

nas remained 1n the family
since 1926

Of course the original
shop was a far cry from the
¢xpanded business of today
In those days it was a large
house and only the froni

even tod:
can reme
in-law st
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years ¢uai
Ut two
which w
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Mrs. Sheila Guy and her husband, Eddie (centre),
brations after a lifelong association in the grocery and
run Guy's since 1926, plan to take a trip to Russia to vi

Jjoined the Light Cavalry and

Lodge, which was fran-

ol

toast the future with staff and customers on their retirement cele-
post office business at Dartington. The couple, whose family have
sit relatives in the near future. Photo: Alan Craig

WO W

those day
Thecy
the shop
children.
Gwendoly
Durning
family h
next doo
the Scce
Was com
Anerican
from 151
the hostili
During
beiure D
line conn
shop while
Eddie*m
work <
He didn
low in his
steps and
Second W
out in 193
merchant 1
less operaic
Al that 1|
of the busi,
$N15 paren
A Gwendolin

i ST e T of the fami

i 4 : o u Carey.
. Internationa seminar
line, man
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X hempston ;
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present ] tion by star
= @ proauces "vartia’ stu y &
chord 2y A= - T&  However
s e R 7 R Wi was demobt
A CASE study has been car-  the Dart ‘bioregion . which  tems. and help it 1o live in a  vakia, India and all parts of @810 join his
ried out on the Dart River  they have christened ‘Dar- sustainable, non-violent. non-  the UK. % Dartington
i Valley and its capital. tia. and its natural features polluting fashion. " said Mr Mr Benneu. on accepting Because a r
Totnes, which presents a  and resources. Charis. dia- Sale. the bioregion project. said he not be found
way forward for the future grams and SRepOIag data Visiting lecturers ar the  was sure it would benefit the after the A
i Halt identity of the area m‘-e!mec.f f;:renw.nun hnv\" A ourse included former may-  town and was delighted that a left. it was
Jdents The project has bheen €C0logically bemign and self- ors Neville Jarrett and Bill  link had been forged with the risons of Tot

underiaken by members of
an international seminar
that has beer meeung over
the lasi three weeks ai
Schumacher College. Dari-
< Ington. 1o examine princi-
v ples of a new ecologicul
philosophy called hiore-
gionalism

The philosophy works
with the natural regiuns of
" the land. such as warersheds
5 and plareanx. as the uryas i
which ta create susiamable
and emvironmentally sownd
Socteltes

The findings were lacr
week presented 1o Toines
Museum. the town’s lihran
and Sourh Hums Disirier
Council's Planning Comnur
tee and will he offered 1o the

Foot County'’s Education Depart
ment. the Dartmoor National
Park plus other agencies

7 whose work affects the area

Included in the project
material are maps that show

reliant Durtia might fune-
tian
Author

Visiring scholar in charge
of the course. American
author Kirkpatrick Sale. said

» the map and charts depicted
a natural area of the Dart
River watershed.

The citizens of this geo-
graphic area, who ynder-
stand themselves as part of
the nawral svstems and hfe
torms of the vegion, mighr b
vansidered Dartians.” he
seriud

The hivregional moie
ment originated i the Ui

ed States abour ten vears -

age and encowrages people
to think of themselves s
Purt of coherent natural
hrovegions ' rather than
artificial districts. siates or
nationy

Ut seeks 1o get peaple o
undersiand and identify with
their regron so as to sink
rOOLS in i, pratect ils ecosys

Bennett. curator of the muse-
um. und Mr Michael Carpen-
ter. district planning chief.
Participants came from the
USA. Hungary. Czechoslo-
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= Dartington

MEMBERS of Dartington
Women's Institute were
delighted to learn at their
April meeting that the Insti-

& tute had won the cup at the

& group meeting held at Dipr-
ford

Mrs J Clarke, the Presi-
i dent. said she hoped this
would give encouragement
to everyone 1o support fur-
ther competitions.

The resolutions for the
Spring Annual Meeting at
Exeter University were
then discussed and accepi-
ed.

Mrs K. Stanyon gave a
demonstration on ‘Practical
Tapestry’, and each mem-
ber present was given a
ample piece of tapesiry,
along with a needle and
some lengths of wool

Schumacher College.

The information will be
placed in the museum’s study
centre where it will be avail-
able for public use

Lee Moor

AT the March meeting of

Lee Moor Women's Insti-
lute the speaker was Mr K
Farmer of Cornwood on
“The Care of House Plants”.

Mr Farmer had brought
with him a number of cut-
tings and plant specimens
1o rljustrate his talk and
members were so interested
in the subject that many
questions were asked and
answered.

The competition, A
Flowering Plant,” was won
Juintly by Mrs M. Roper
and Mrs M. Hugill

Members were asked to
take part in the Anstice
Group Meeting. o be held
at Lee Moor Public Hall,
the competition for this
meeting being a Knitted
Tea Cosy and/or a Country
Pate.
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cut by Mrs Eiles
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